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DLAR Designation and Flag Cards.

There are a variety of reasons why these cards may

appear, so if you have additional questions, please do 

not hesitate to contact a member of the DLAR Veterinary 

Staff or a DLAR Supervisors.
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DLAR Flag & Designation Cards 
Why We Use Them
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Assist in making our staff and the investigators aware of certain

conditions pertaining to the day-to-day observations of the

animals. 

Alert DLAR Staff and PIs to circumstances or situations that may

require closer observations.

Provide the best humane care available to our animals and in

support of our investigators research efforts by closely

monitoring conditions that could affect the animals and the

study.



DLAR Flag & Designation Cards 
How and When to Use Them
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You will need to have a DLAR Service Request form filled out and given 
to the DLAR supervisor in your area before you begin

Especially if the Service Requests are outside the normal DLAR 
husbandry procedures such as:

  Routine cage change or health observations 

  This alerts our staff of the change in routine 

DLAR Service Request form Must Contain: 

 Start and End Date 

 Contact Number of the Person Responsible for your Animals

https://www.research.uky.edu/sites/default/files/uploads/2020-10/dlar-services-request%20UPDATED%2008-2020A.pdf


Who Places These Cards on the Cage
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Majority of cases, the DLAR staff will be placing the 

Cage Flag Cards on the cages.

However, there are some cards that the investigators

will use to “FLAG” a potential problem alerting DLAR

staff to a condition within the cage involving the animals

These might be:

Date of Birth & Newly Weaned Litter

Cards Diabetic Cards

Seizure Cards



Flag Cards on Cages: Investigator 

Attention

Placed on a cage due to several conditions:

The cage may be overcrowded

Litters to be weaned, more than one litter in the
cage,

Improper cage card

Staple/Suture removal may be overdue
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Flag Cards on Cages: Medical Case

Used to identify any animal(s) within the

cage with a condition that needs

attention Placed on cage by DLAR 

Animal Care Staff.

This card does not mean that the

animals must be euthanatized.

Removed by:

DLAR Veterinary Services Staff  

when the condition is resolved
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Flag Cards on Cages: Shipment 

Acclimation

Displayed on the cage when
the animal first arrive and is
removed after the initial
acclimation period has
expired, generally 4-7 days 
depending on the species.
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Flag Cards on Cages: Teeth

Card is used to alert the 

technicians to animals

with malocclusion that

need to have the growth

of their teeth monitored

closely and clipped when

needed.

There is a second card

behind the cage card that

indicated when the teeth 

were last clipped. 9



Flag Cards on Cages: Date of Birth

Helps staff in knowing the cage/litter

should not be disturbed.

Assists with keeping track of normal

development.

Provides an estimated date for 

weaning pups.
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Flag Cards on Cages: Room Sentinel

Displayed on the cage of animal(s)
that will serve to monitor the health
of the animals in the room.

These cages are placed by DLAR in 
a specific location and Should NOT 
be relocated, discarded or used by 
investigators.
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Flag Cards on Cages: Newly Weaned Litter

Assists with keeping 

track of normal 

development of pups

For more information 

regarding Weaning Mice 

and Rat Pups

12

https://research.uky.edu/division-laboratory-animal-resources/weaning-mice-and-rat-pups
https://research.uky.edu/division-laboratory-animal-resources/weaning-mice-and-rat-pups


Flag Cards on Cages: Seizures

Card alerts staff that one or more

animals in the cage may have

seizures when stressed.

Care must be taken when 

handling to keep stress to 

a minimum.
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Flag Cards on Cages: Diabetic

Used to identify cages that have

animals in them that will consume

larger than normal amounts of food

and water.

Requires additional monitoring for 

health issues.

Cage Will need changed more 

Frequently.
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Flag Cards on Cages: Tumors

Indicator that the animal(s) in the cage

have been injected with tumor cells and 

the appearance of tumors is expected.

Serves as a reminder to the staff to 

monitor the growth of the tumor(s).

Alerts the investigator when the tumor 

burden has reached its limits.

Actual color of Flag Card may vary from presentation 15



Flag Cards on Cages: Expecting Litter

This card alerts staff that one or

more animals in the cage may

have a litter of pups any time.

Caremust be taken when handling

to keep stress to a minimum.
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Flag Cards on Cages: Possible Fighting

This card alerts staff that one or

more animals in the cage may 

have been Fighting

No Wounds apparent at the time 

of placing this card on cage
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Flag Cards on Cages: Post-Op Recovery

Alerts staff that animal(s) in the 

cage have undergone some 

type of anesthetic or surgical 

procedure.

Surgical Procedure Must Have 
a Pink Surgical Card placed 

behind the cage card per IACUC 

Policy 116.

Actual color of Flag Card may vary from presentation 18

https://www.research.uky.edu/uploads/iacuc-doc-116
https://www.research.uky.edu/uploads/iacuc-doc-116


Flag Cards on Cages: Watch for 

Dehydration

Alerts staff that the animal(s) in 

this cage are prone to 

dehydration and need to be 

monitored more diligently per 

the PI.

Actual color of Flag Card may vary from presentation 19



Flag Cards on Cages: Implants

Alerts staff that animal(s) in the 

cage have undergone surgical 

procedure to have an implant 

placed.

Must Have, a Pink Surgical 

Card, placed behind the cage 

card per IACUC Policy 116

Actual color of Flag Card may vary from presentation 20

https://www.research.uky.edu/uploads/iacuc-doc-116


Designation Cards on Cages:  Med Case 

DLAR Vet Staff use this

to monitor a Medical

Condition and show

Animals currently on

Medical Rounds. Used 

in Conjunction with Med 

Case Flag Card slide 7

*This may also be a yellow 3x5 card

21



Designation Cards on Cages:  Treatment

Used to record DLAR Vet 

Staff Treatments.

DLAR Vet Staff will start 

treatments Only After 

Consulting with PI to 

ensure sure treatment will 

not affect the research.
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Designation Cards on Cages:  Research

For PIs and their Staff to

use to notify DLAR Staff of

unusual physiological 

conditions that may occur 

with the animal
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Designation Cards on Cages:  Treatment

Used in conjunction 

with the Teeth Flag Card 

(slide 9) to indicated

when the teeth were

last clipped. 
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Designation Cards on Cages:  Surgical

Must be placed directly 

behind the regular cage 

card after the animal 

has had surgery with all 

pertinent information 

filled in.

Treatments and observations Must 

be recorded per IACUC Policy 116

DLAR Pink Surgery Cards pictorial instructions 
25

https://www.research.uky.edu/uploads/iacuc-doc-116
https://www.research.uky.edu/uploads/dlar-pink-surgery-card-2021pictorial-instructions-pdf-8pgs
https://www.research.uky.edu/uploads/dlar-pink-surgery-card-2021pictorial-instructions-pdf-8pgs
https://www.research.uky.edu/uploads/dlar-pink-surgery-card-2021pictorial-instructions-pdf-8pgs
https://www.research.uky.edu/uploads/dlar-pink-surgery-card-2021pictorial-instructions-pdf-8pgs


Designation Cards on Cages:  Haz Agents

Hazardous Agent Must be

listed in IACUC approved

Protocol.

Must be approved by IBC.

Must submit a DLAR 

Hazardous Agent Use

Request and Special Animal 

Safety Protocol (SASP) from 

UKY EH&S.
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https://www.research.uky.edu/uploads/dlar-hazardous-agent-use-request-2-pgs-pdf-0
https://www.research.uky.edu/uploads/dlar-hazardous-agent-use-request-2-pgs-pdf-0
https://www.research.uky.edu/uploads/dlar-hazardous-agent-use-request-2-pgs-pdf-0
https://www.research.uky.edu/uploads/dlar-hazardous-agent-use-request-2-pgs-pdf-0
https://ehs.uky.edu/docs/pdf/sasp_flow_researchers.pdf


Designation Cards on Cages:  

Yellow Transparencies (Whole)

DLAR Service

Request

DLAR will not pull out the cage 
during room checks and will not 
change the cage. 

The animals must be observed 
without disturbing the cage. 

Must have a DLAR Service 
Request on File.

Research staff is responsible for the 

husbandry of the cage.
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Designation Cards on Cages:  

Yellow Transparencies (Cut Right Corner) 

DLAR Service

Request

DLAR Will Not pull out the 
cage during room checks. 

PI does not want the cage 
pulled for observation.

Must have a DLAR Service 
Request on File.

DLAR is responsible for the 

husbandry of the cage
28



Special Instruction Tape on Cages:  

Must have a DLAR Service Request on File 
before use.

SPECIAL WATER

SPECIAL DIET

Euthanatize

DO NOT FEED

Actual color of TAPE may vary from presentation 29



Questions Regarding the Use and Location 

of Cards:  

ANIMAL CARE SUPERVISORS

NAME OFFICE PHONE E-Mail

Kim Tomaschko (Animal Care Supervisor III) 859-323-2816 mktoma2@UKY.EDU

Brandon McKinley (Animal Care Supervisor II) 859-562-2933 Brandon. McKinley@uky.edu

Peggy Hankes-Peña (Animal Care Supervisor III)
859-323-6015 ppena2@uky.edu

Erin Jones (Animal Care Supervior II) 859-257-3562 erin.dehnart@uky.edu

Arika Zook (Animal Care Supervisor I) Arika.Zook@uky.edu
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DLAR Training Group

Senior Clinical Veterinarian

Cheryl Haughton, DVM, 

DACLAM

859-257-3548

cheryl.haughton@uky.edu

DLAR Training Coordinator

James “Ken” Hays, 

(USA Ret), BS, RLATG

352-231-2990

ken.hays@uky.edu

DLAR Trainer

Terrisha Buckley, MS

859-323-5697

tbuckley@uky.edu
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