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Getting Your Workspace Ready

Make sure you have designated areas for prep, surgery and 
recovery

All areas need to be wiped down with disinfectant, and a 
sterile drape needs to be applied to the table surface when 
beginning to work at that station
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Getting Your Workspace Ready:
External Heat Source

Always have a heat source available to prevent hypothermia
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Getting Your Workspace Ready: 
Equipment

Make sure you have all instruments and materials you will 
need prior to prepping the animal including pink surgery cards.
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PPE To Be Worn

✓ Clean scrubs or a dedicated clean lab coat that is fully 
closed

✓ A disposable yellow gown may be used over your scrubs

✓ Mask and cap if not working in Laminar Flow Hood

✓ Gloves: Non-sterile for prepping the animal and sterile for 
the surgical procedure
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Anesthetizing the Patient: 
Pre Anesthesia

✓ All animals need to be assessed for health concerns 
prior to anesthesia

✓ Weigh the animal and verify the dosage of all 
medications is correct

✓ Administer anesthesia and monitor the animal 
continuously

6



Anesthetizing the Patient:
Anesthesia Depth

✓ Verify depth of anesthesia by performing a toe pinch or by 
touching the inside corner of the eye and observing if the 
animal jerks or blinks

✓ There should be no response from the                
animal when procedures are being                 
performed

✓ If an animal flinches during surgery stop working and 
wait until the plane of anesthesia is deep enough
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Anesthetizing the Patient:
Eye Lube

After anesthetizing the animal, place a small amount of 
ophthalmic lubrication in the eyes to prevent corneal 
drying
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Anesthetizing the Patient:
Hair Removal

Make a large enough margin around the incision area to 

prevent hair from getting into your incision site

In an area that is separate from your surgical area, shave 

the hair as closely as possible being sure not to nick the 

skin (Use a #40 blade)

Depilatory creams can be used for hair removal but make 

sure area is rinsed thoroughly to prevent skin irritation
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Anesthetizing the Patient:
External Heat Source

✓ Place the animal on a heat source 

✓ Never leave the animal unattended

✓ Make sure there are layers of material 
between the heat source and the animal if 
using an electric heating pad
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Anesthetizing the Patient:
Monitoring

Monitor the animal’s: 

✓ Respirations

✓ Heart Rate 

✓ Color 

At All Times
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Prepping the Patient:
Surgical Scrub

Scrub the area with a soap-based disinfectant such as 
Chlorhexadine Scrub or Povidone Iodine Scrub 
followed with a scrub of 70% alcohol

Repeat this sequence three times making sure after 
the final time all the soap has been removed
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Prepping the Patient:
Surgical Scrub Cont.

✓ Always start in the middle of the incision area 
and circle your way outwards 

✓ Make sure you do not get the animal too wet as 
this can cause hypothermia
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Prepping the Patient:
Surgical Draping

✓ Move the animal to the designated surgery area

✓ Apply sterile gloves

✓ If used, drape the animal with a sterile drape making 
sure the entire animal is covered

✓ Fenestrate the drape so only your surgical area is 
exposed
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Keep it Sterile:
Instruments

✓ Always make sure your surgical area, drapes, gloves, 
instruments and suture materials are sterile

✓ Use a new autoclaved pack for each animal 

✓ Re-sterilize instruments with a hot bead sterilizer in 
between patients if performing multiple surgeries in one 
session

✓ If using a hot bead sterilizer, make sure you cool 
instrument tips between animals by dipping the ends of 
the instruments in sterile saline
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Keep it Sterile:
Gloves and Suture

✓ Be aware of where your hands are

✓ Do not touch anything that is not sterile

✓ Immediately change your gloves If you touch a 
non-sterile surface

✓ Do not drag your suture across the table as that causes it 
to lose its sterility

✓ Always hold the end of the suture to prevent this
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Suture Selection:

✓ Always use the smallest gauge material

✓ 3-0 or 4-0

✓ Do not use silk or chromic gut for wound 
closure because of the chance of wicking and 
inflammation

✓ Sutures, staples or clips should be removed 7-14 
days post surgery

17



Suture Selection:
Internal and Body Wall

Use an absorbable suture material:

✓ Vicryl or Dexon 

✓ Absorbs in 60-90 days

✓ PDS or Maxon 

✓ Absorbs in 6 months

✓ Use when extended wound support is desired
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Suture Selection:
Skin

Use a nonabsorbable monofilament suture

✓ Prolene

✓ Nylon

✓ Stainless Steel 

✓ Wound Clips or Staples
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Post –Operative Care

✓ Administer analgesics as stated in your protocol, 
either pre, intra or post op

✓ Maintain animal on a heat source until fully awake 
and in sternal recumbency and moving well

✓ Take care in making sure animal is not becoming 
overheated

✓ Maintain heating pad on low and always make sure 
there is material between the animal and heating 
pad

✓ Turn animal from side to side occasionally to 
prevent burns
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Post –Operative Monitoring

✓ Monitor animal as dictated in your protocol

✓ Monitor for indices of pain, appetite, hydration status, 
membrane color, fecal and urine output

✓ Monitor incision site for swelling, redness,  discharge or 
signs of dehiscence

✓ Record observations on pink surgery card 

✓ Feel free to contact vet services with any concerns you 
may have

✓ For more information see IACUC Policy 102 “Surgery”
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https://research.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2024-12/iacuc-102-surgery-new-format.pdf


QUESTIONS & SUPPORT

VETERINARY SERVICE SUPPORT PERSONNEL

NAME OFFICE PHONE E-MAIL

Nikki Caudil (Vet Tech) 859-323-6010 nikki.caudill@uky.edu

Taylour Mims (Vet Tech) 859-323-3093 tbwo222@uky.edu 

Bonnie Newcomb (Vet Tech) 859-257-4592 bonnie.newcomb@uky.edu 

Amelia Hall (Research Facility Manager-Clinical) 859-323-1547 amelia.hall@uky.edu

Glenn Florence (Research Analyst) 859-257-1026 gflor0@email.uky.edu 

Kristin Fox (Research Analyst) 859-562-0159 kristin.fox@uky.edu 

Dr. Stasis Bembenek Bailey (Veterinarian) 859-562-0575 stasia.bembenekbailey@uky.edu

Dr. Jillian Condrey (Veterinarian) 859-323-0289 jillian.condrey@uky.edu

Dr. Cheryl Haughton (Veterinarian) 859-257-3548 cheryl.haughton@uky.edu 

Dr. Jeanie Kincer (Acting Director/Veterinarian) 859-323-5469 jeanie.kincer@uky.edu 

Dr. Marissa Pollak (Veterinarian) 859-257-4538 pollak.m@uky.edu 
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DLAR Training Group

Senior Clinical Veterinarian

Cheryl Haughton, DVM, 

DACLAM

859-257-3548

cheryl.haughton@uky.edu

DLAR Training Coordinator

James “Ken” Hays, 

(USA Ret), BS, RLATG

352-231-2990

ken.hays@uky.edu

DLAR Trainer

Terrisha Buckley, MS

859-323-5697

tbuckley@uky.edu

23


	Slide 1: Aseptic Surgery Techniques
	Slide 2: Getting Your Workspace Ready
	Slide 3: Getting Your Workspace Ready: External Heat Source
	Slide 4: Getting Your Workspace Ready: Equipment
	Slide 5: PPE To Be Worn
	Slide 6: Anesthetizing the Patient:  Pre Anesthesia
	Slide 7: Anesthetizing the Patient: Anesthesia Depth
	Slide 8: Anesthetizing the Patient: Eye Lube
	Slide 9: Anesthetizing the Patient: Hair Removal
	Slide 10: Anesthetizing the Patient: External Heat Source
	Slide 11: 11
	Slide 12: Prepping the Patient: Surgical Scrub
	Slide 13: Prepping the Patient: Surgical Scrub Cont.
	Slide 14: Prepping the Patient: Surgical Draping
	Slide 15: Keep it Sterile: Instruments
	Slide 16: Keep it Sterile: Gloves and Suture
	Slide 17: Suture Selection:
	Slide 18: Suture Selection: Internal and Body Wall
	Slide 19: Suture Selection: Skin
	Slide 20: Post –Operative Care
	Slide 21: Post –Operative Monitoring
	Slide 22: QUESTIONS & SUPPORT
	Slide 23: DLAR Training Group




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		DLAR-WSHP-02 Aseptic Surgery Techniques.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

